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T: This is Jessica Taylor interviewing Clarence Minters on July 31 at noon in 2014. 

I’m sitting in Greensboro, North Carolina, but Mr. Minters is in Mathews, Virginia. 

Mr. Minters, can you please state your full name? 

M: Clarence Lawrence Minters.  

T: Okay, and when were you born? 

M: In April, [19]47.  

T: Okay, and where were you born? 

M: I don’t know. Virginia? 

T: Okay. [Laughter] Sounds good. What were your parents’ names and 

occupations? 

M: My mother’s name was Ida Foster Minters. My father’s name, Clarence Henry 

Minters.  

T: What did they do? 

M: My mother was a housewife, and my father worked for the civil service.  

T: Okay, that sounds great. Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

M: Yeah, I have two brothers. 

T: Two brothers. Are they older or younger? 

M: Younger. 
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T: Younger, okay. You’re the oldest. 

M: Mm-hm. 

T: Okay. So what’re your earliest memories of Mathews? 

M: . . . let’s see. A year before I started grade school is as far back as I can 

remember. Five years old, about.  

T: What do you remember about that time? 

M: I remember when I was five, playing marbles and hide and seek, and waiting for 

the year to go by so I could start school. [Laughter]  

T: Why’s that? 

M: Start school? 

T: So you were excited for school. 

M: I didn’t say that.  

T: Oh, okay. 

M: Yeah, I was waiting to start school, first grade. That was a big thing, you know, 

first time away from home and first time with a whole bunch of kids. [Laughter] 

Let’s see, I started in 1953, so this is 1952.  

T: [Laughter] Okay. So what school did you go to in 1953? 

M: Thomas Hunter School in Mathews.  

T: Right, yeah, okay. What was that like?  
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M: Going to school’s like going to school. [Laughter] I’m not one for a whole lot of . . 

.  what it was like. Normal going to school; same as everyone else, I guess. 

T: What did your first grade classroom look like? 

M: Let’s see. I think we had thirty-some kids, thirty-one kids . . . somehow we got 

through the grade. 1953. A lot of kids.  

T: Yeah. Do you remember anything about your teachers? 

M: My teacher was my next-door neighbor, in fact. [Laughter] Lived right across the 

road from me.  

T: Wow. 

M: Yeah. Yeah. 

T: Wow. What was that relationship like? 

M: I learned my A, B, Cs, zero to nine, add, subtract, and multiply, and divide. 

[Laughter] Like everyone else. 

T: Yeah. I was just thinking since your teacher was your neighbor, maybe your 

parents knew your teacher or maybe you knew her before you went to school, 

that kind of thing.  

M: Yeah, I used to see her going to work and everything, but that’s all I can 

remember. I was five years old, the year before I started.  

T: Mm-hm. What was she like? 
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M: . . . I mean, [inaudible 5:00] that’s all I knew . . . You want a whole lot of personal. 

I’m not into that. I’ll just answer your basic questions. 

T: Okay. All right. Okay. So you went to Thomas Hunter. Did you graduate from 

Thomas Hunter? 

M: Yep, in 1965.  

T: Can you tell me about your graduation? 

M: We had a small class, fourteen people. One four. All the classes were small.  

T: Were your parents proud? 

M: Say again? 

T: Were your parents proud?  

M: I got parents? Say that again about the parents? 

T: Oh, I just asked if your parents were proud when you graduated. 

M: Oh, yeah! [Laughter] Yeah! Absolutely. 

T: So tell me about the house you grew up in. 

M: Two-story farmhouse. It was built . . . I think it was built early 1900s or late 18 . . . 

She was born in 1899—this is my aunt, my mother’s sister. Late 1890s, I think, I 

don’t know. 

T: Okay, so it was built by your family. 

M: Yeah, as far as I know. The only place I’ve ever known. 
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T: Okay. Do you have any memories of that house you’d like to share? 

M: . . . Two-story farmhouse. Let’s see, plenty of yard space. What do you mean, 

memories? I mean, I remember living there, I remember growing up there. 

T: Well, for example, do you remember Christmas in your house, or playing in the 

yard, anything that would have happened—maybe the doctor coming by, things 

like that. 

M: Who coming by? 

T: The doctor. 

M: Oh, oh, the doctor. Let’s see. I remember . . . no. I’m old, but I ain’t that old. 

[Laughter]  

T: You never know. I don’t assume anymore. 

M: Ah! Let’s see. Okay, what was the other question now? 

T: I was just asking if you had any specific anecdotes about your house, like maybe 

your mom cooking a big meal, or Christmas, or Memorial Day, parties. 

M: We had all that warm, fuzzy-feeling stuff, yeah. Christmases, meals, 

homecomings and all that. Just the normal stuff. 

T: Homecomings, you said? 

M: Yeah, in the summertime, the churches used to have—well, they’re still doing 

this—a homecoming. [inaudible 9:02] Folks who lived away come home for the 

summer.  
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T: Oh, I didn’t know about that. Where were they living where they were coming 

home? 

M: Well, for us, it was my mother’s sister and brother and . . . let’s see. Folks we 

knew down in Norfolk. They would stay with us or stay with other members of the 

family over the weekend. 

T: Okay. How long would that last? So it just the weekend? 

M: Yeah. 

T: Okay. And what was the church’s role in that? 

M: The church’s role? Yeah, the churches had what they call homecomings. The 

Zion Church was the second week in August. First Baptist was the first week in 

August; Antioch was, I think, the same second week. Anyway, they had what 

they call homecoming week during the summer, just for the weekend. 

T: Okay, so what would you do during that weekend? 

M: What would I do? 

T: Well, what would anyone that was celebrating homecoming do during that 

weekend? 

M: Oh, they just meet and greet and talk and have some dinner, and, you know, the 

regular get-together. 

T: Okay. I’ve never heard of anything like that before. 

M: Homecoming? 
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T: Yeah, no. I’ve never heard of that. 

M: Oh. That’s what they call it. I don’t know.  

T: Yeah. So, would you go to more than one church’s homecoming, or do you just 

have one that you go to?  

M: Let’s see. Yeah, other churches, if you knew someone, if you had family in 

another community, yeah.  

T: Interesting. So these are people that left to go to Norfolk for work or something 

like that? 

M: No, these were relatives that lived in other places, and get together once a 

summer. 

T: Interesting. Okay. Okay, great. So what about Christmas? Did relatives get 

together for Christmas? 

M: Yeah, yeah. But it wasn’t as big as the summertime because the traveling cost. 

But otherwise, it limited the travel time. Yeah, believe it or not, Mathews is normal 

just like every other Mathews or every other place in the world. [Laughter]  

T: Well, you know, I mean, to a certain extent, but just getting your perspective on it 

is really important. 

M: Huh. 

T: Believe it or not, it’s true. So anything else you want to share about your 

childhood or high school? Did you play any sports? 



TMP-048, Minters; Page 8 
 

M: Played basketball, volleyball, regular sports.  

T: Okay, all right. After high school, what’d you do? 

M: Went to college. 

T: Where’d you go to college at? 

M: Virginia State in Petersburg.  

T: Okay, great. Great. What was that like for you? 

M: That was . . . okay for me. [Laughter] As high school kids, we went to two 

schools: Hampton University—then the Hampton Institute—and Virginia State. 

They had what then was called High School Day, and I chose Virginia State. 

T: That’s really interesting. So High School Day was just Hampton and Virginia 

State? 

M: No, all the schools had it as far as I know, but we went to—we had the spring 

concert; they had a high school contest for band and chorus at Virginia State. Big 

on the—not the 4-H, but the Future Farmers of America activities and also the 

math and science contests they have between the high schools, at the college. 

Participated in some of that. 

T: Oh, you did? 

M: Mm-hm. 

T: Why did you decide to do that? 

M: They told us to get a team together and we did. [Laughter]  
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T: That’s great. 

M: We competed through high school. 

T: What were the competitions like? Were they ferocious or were they friendly? Did 

you guys win a lot? 

M: Won some, lost some as far as I know. Back then they had High School Bowl, 

sort of off of the College Bowl they used to have on T.V.? 

T: Mm-hm. 

M: And it was math and science.  

T: Okay, yeah, that’s great. So that is different from the high school days, though, or 

is that the same thing? 

M: What the classes? You mean the college classes? 

T: The competition that you – 

M: Oh, the contests? 

T: Yeah. 

M:  Different in what way? You got a question, you answer the question. You’re 

either right or wrong. I mean, what? 

T: I thought the High School Day thing was to acquaint you to college, and I didn’t 

know if— 

M: I think they still have it, but then they had two programs: either the college-bound 

program or the paid-work program.  
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T: Wow. So you went to the college one, I’m guessing, since you ended up in 

college.  

M: Mm-hm. That’s right. 

T: So, how did you decide to do that? How did you decide to end up in that track? 

Those are still tracks that exist today, I think. 

M: . . . Well, I wanted to go to college, so . . . off I went. 

T: Yeah, that’s great. So how did you decide to pick your major in college? What 

attracted you to what you ended up doing? 

M: Well, the math and science from high school.  

T: Okay. So what was the learning environment like at Virginia State? 

M: Pretty good, as far as I know. Let’s see . . . you mean—there weren’t any 

shootings or robberies or anything like they have today.  

T: No, I’m just asking about the learning environment, like, how the— 

M: Oh, the classroom? 

T: Yes. 

M: It was okay. I mean, what do you mean? 

T: I guess I was just looking for how it was different from high school or if you got 

anything from specific classes, that kind of thing. 

M: Oh, okay. Well, they gave us assignments and read the assignments, did the 

homework, took the tests, moved on. [Laughter]  
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T: Okay, sounds good. So you graduated from college. Then what’d you do? 

M: There was a little thing called Vietnam that came in. Let’s see, when did I--? I 

went into the army in [19]68. I went to ‘Nam in [19]69, came back in [19]70. Had 

two more years on my army commitment, and then went back to school—I hadn’t 

finished—I went back to school to finish up on the GI Bill. At that time, they were 

paying full rates, so I graduated in [19]73.  

T: Oh, wow. Okay. Where were you in Vietnam? 

M: I-Corps; Quang Ngai.  

T: Okay. Were you drafted or did you enlist? 

M: No, I enlisted. 

T: You enlisted. What was the logic behind that? 

M: I thought I had better chance of getting the job I wanted, and I did. [Laughter]  

T: Yeah, that’s great. Did you see combat? 

M: No, I was in communications. 

T: Okay. And so when you came back, you went back right away to finish your 

degree? 

M: No, I had two more years on my enlistment. 

T: Oh, okay. So what’d you do with that? 

M: On my enlistment? I was stationed at Fort Bragg.  
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T: Oh, really? Okay. What did you do at Fort Bragg? 

M: You know, I still worked in communications, regular training. Our unit supported 

the 82nd Airborne. Before I knew it, three years were up. [Laughter] I went back to 

school on the GI Bill. 

T: Great. Yeah. So after you finished then what happens? 

M: Finished what now?  

T:  Your degree. 1976, right? 

M: Came back home and looked for a job.  

T: Okay. How did Mathews change from the time you left until the time you came 

back?  

M: Let’s see . . . changed what way? Population-wise? 

T: Yeah, population-wise, community-wise . . . 

M: I don’t think it was that great. I came back in [19]76; I think the population was 

like 8800, something like that. Maybe less than that. Now, it’s about 9100, nine 

thousand, something like that. 

T: Okay, so slow change. 

M: Hm? 

T: Slow change.  
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M: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. We’re at the end of the roadway, more or less. Mathews 

joins into the Chesapeake Bay, so it’s sort of not a pass-through like Gloucester 

or York.  

T: Yeah, good point. So you were looking for a job. Then what popped up? 

M: Oh, I got a job working in wastewater treatment.  

T: Mm-hm. What did you do for them? 

M: At that time we had—Mathews had just gotten a new sewage treatment plant. I 

worked there.  

T: Okay. How long did you do that for? 

M: It closed down in well not closed down but Hampton Roads Sanitation District 

took us over in [19]99, and they put a pump station where the plant used to be 

because of the nitrogen content, and pumped all the sewer over to the York River 

Treatment Plant. That’s how it is today. We have, I think, three or four pump 

stations that lead to a sewer in York, where it’s treated. That’s that. 

T: How did the technology of the treatment plants change over the course of your 

career? 

M: Well, the requirements to take the nitrogen out of the water, required more 

advanced plants. And it was cheaper to ship it to York River Plant than to build a 

new plant in Mathews.  

T: So, I guess then the regulations sort of affected your daily work life.  
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M: Yeah, they wanted to remove the nutrients from the water before it went into the 

Chesapeake Bay. It’s cheapest to send it to a plant that has the capacity than to 

build a new plant in Mathews. It’s not only in Mathews, but there are other places 

in Virginia that had to do the same thing. In fact, Gloucester shipped their sewer 

out to York before we did.  

T: Interesting. I mean, they have a huge population. 

M: Gloucester?  

T: Yeah. 

M: Relative to Mathews, yeah. It’s larger, much larger than Mathews. Yeah.  

T: So, you also had a career in rescue, right? 

M: Yeah. Let’s see, I joined the rescue squad in [19]81. Yeah, [19]81, that’s when I 

first joined. 

T: Why did you decide to do that? 

M: Let’s see. I think our current administrator, my boss, was in the rescue squad at 

the time. He got me into it.  

T: Okay. Okay, that’s great. So how has your career with them developed over 

time? 

M: Let’s see, [19]81, I’m still with them. 

T: Yeah, yeah.  
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M:  I’m not an EMT anymore because right now I don’t—well, I put all that time in. 

I’ve started easing out of it. [inaudible 27:48]  

T: Okay. So, why did you decide to stay in it for so long? 

M: Well, I could do it. [Laughter] My work schedule allowed it, and well, I had time to 

do it. 

T: Yeah, that sounds great. Do you have any stories you can share from your time 

with the rescue squad?  

M: What do you mean, war stories? 

T: [Laughter] If you want to call them that, I guess. 

M: . . . Well, you know, I just did my job. No, not necessarily. I don’t enough war 

stories to [inaudible 28:48] [Laughter]. No, not necessarily. It’s just one of those 

things that you do.  

T: Yeah. I mean, statistically, what do you get called out on the most? 

M: When I was out? Oh, let’s see. I was a cardiac tech for years. In the Virginia 

system, you have basic EMT, shock trauma, tech, cardiac tech. Then the 

national was the paramedic. Now everything is national; I think the classifications 

now are EMT, basic EMT, intermediate EMT, paramedic. I think that’s national. 

The Virginia system, or whatever area you’re operating in, has gone all national. 

Same game, just different titles. 

T: Yeah. What are the particular needs of Mathews when it comes to the rescue 

squad, or an EMT in general? 
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 M: What are the needs of Mathews? 

T: Yeah. Are they different from any other place? 

M: Not that I know of. We have an all-volunteer squad. But according to the rules 

and regs, you can hire paid personnel, but they’re not on twenty-four, seven like 

big city employees, fire and rescue. So we have—we’re still called volunteer on 

designation, but we still have paid employees. Gloucester’s, I think, the same 

way. Well, they’ve done that all over, ‘cause especially when the workday folks 

are on their own jobs, in their official jobs, and they don’t have the ability to call 

someone from work. We have the paid staff, which is good.  

T: Yeah, definitely. How have you seen the organization of the rescue squad 

develop over time? 

M: How do what now?  

T: How did you see the organization of the rescue squad develop over time?  

M: What do you mean? 

T: Did the people change, maybe, or did the technology change, maybe the 

protocol of doing things, that kind of thing? 

M: Oh, the protocols are basically the same. The equipment changed; the ability 

from the equipment or the scope of the equipment has changed, not that 

drastically. The EMT, you keep ‘em breathing, if you can, and get ‘em there 

safely. [Laughter] That’s about it.  

T: Yeah. 
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M: The training basically hasn’t changed. It’s the same.   

T: Okay, that’s great. Do you have any service medals or anything like that? I was 

told to ask you that for some reason. That you served with distinction or anything 

like that. 

M: Did my job. Some people appreciated it and gave me a medal for it. [Laughter]  

T: You got a medal? 

M: Yeah, you know, I mean, they have contests for EMT for the Year and EMT that 

they recognize. It’s just like you get your ribbon or medal where you work.  

T: So what’d you get that medal for? Was there a particular thing that you did? 

M: Volunteering. That was mainly it. Volunteering in a volunteer squad. [Laughter]  

T: Okay. 

M: That’s about it. 

T: All right. That’s fair. Listen, that’s all the questions that I have for you. Do you 

want to add anything else? 

M: No, not that I know of.  

T: Okay. All right. I’m going to shut it off now, okay? 

M: Roger that.  

[End of interview] 
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